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A Year of Blessings and a Hopeful New Beginning 
 

Dear Parish Family: The Feast of the Holy Family is significant for us because we have an opportunity to    
embrace their faith, hope, and love, which carried them through challenging times - Mary even treasured 
these things in her heart at she reflected on God's providence and her unfolding personal relationship with 
Jesus. As we approach the end of this year and look forward to the new one, let us take inspiration from 
their example, knowing that God is with us in every step of our journey as a parish family. 
 

Rejoicing in Our Blessings 
This past year has been filled with moments of grace, generosity, and growth. One of the highlights among 
many was our first annual Parish Service Day (PSD) which took place at the end of National Volunteers' 
Week - PSD is a new annual opportunity for us to come together in faith and action to offer the gift of our 
service to others. This day was not only about helping others but also about encouraging every parishioner 
who is able to serve in ministry according to their giftedness as a sign of our growing love for Jesus. Seeing 
new and existing parishioners, young and old, offer their service was a powerful witness to our growing   
mission as a community of disciples. It was a day that truly embodied what it means to live out the Gospel 
and share Christ’s love of service. 
 

We also witnessed peoples' incredible generosity through various successful fundraising drives. Whether it 
was supporting families in need through St Vincent de Paul, contributing to the Vinnies CEO Sleepout,    
Ignite Conference, or the Catholic Campaign, your willingness of generosity was amazing. This generosity 
is not only a practical help to our parish and broader community but a profound sign of the faith and love 
that live within you. For this, I offer my deepest thanks - you are a blessing! 
 

Throughout this year, we have continued to build the parish office administration structure to better       
support our communities and mission. As well as our established staff of Vicki and Edgar, we now 
have volunteer Administrators (Vivienne, Mary and Cristina) a volunteer Operations Manager (Steve Kay), 
a volunteer Office Manager (Don Rolls), a new paid Administrator (Amelia Wilmer), a paid                     
Mission Coordinator (Beth Davies), a volunteer Volunteers Coordinator (Trish Harding), and a volunteer 
team working on Compliance and Onboarding-of-Volunteers (Donna Bradshaw, Sue Hawes, and Karen 
Mewburn). 
 

Moving Forward in Faith 
Of course, we recognize that the upcoming changes to our Mass times in the new year will not be easy for 
everyone. Change often brings uncertainty, discomfort, and even a sense of loss. It is natural to experience 
elements of the grieving process as we adjust to these changes—grief over traditions, routines, and familiar 
places. Yet, let us remember that we are not broken. Jesus took humanity’s brokenness to the Cross and, 
through His death and resurrection, freed us to choose faith, hope, and love in all circumstances. When we 
face challenges, we are invited to turn our hearts toward Him, the source of our strength and peace. If you 
are struggling with these changes, please know that you are not alone. As your parish leader, I am here to 
walk with you, listen to your concerns, and offer support in whatever way I can. I encourage you to reach 
out - to both your fellow parishioners, to our parish staff, and to me personally - if you need someone to 
talk to or if you need help adjusting. Together, we can navigate this transition with faith, patience, and     
understanding. 
 

While we may experience some challenges, let us not lose sight of what remains constant: God is with us in 
the Christmas Season especially! Jesus Christ, who came to us as a tiny child in Bethlehem, continues to 
dwell among us, guiding us, strengthening us, and calling us forward. The changes we face are                 
opportunities to trust more deeply in His plan and to open ourselves to what He may be asking of us as   
individuals and as a parish. Perhaps He is inviting us to grow in ways we do not yet see, to build new      
relationships, to discover new ministries, or to deepen our reliance on Him.                           Continued over page……. 



 

On the Journey 
We congratulate Chelsea Blunck who will be baptised at OLR this weekend. 

 

We pray for all who have recently died and the souls of our deceased priests, religious and parishioners   

Rest in Peace. 

Work Place Health & Safety 
We all have a duty of care to each other, so if you see any issues of concern please email 
the parish office - caloundra@bne.catholic.net.au as we need a paper trail to attend to 

issues.  Thank you for your assistance. 

Parish Diary 
Monday  30 Dec 
Mass (OLR) 9am 

 

Tuesday  31 Dec 
Mass (OLR) 9am 

 

Wednesday 1 Jan 2025 
New Years Day 
Mass (OLR) 9am 

 

Thursday 2 Jan 
Mass (OLR) 9am  

 

Friday 3 Jan 
Mass (OLR) 9am 

 

Saturday 4 Jan 
Mass (OLR) 9am 

 
Vigil Masses 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
Mass (OLR) 5pm 

Mass (Beerwah) 5pm 
 

Sunday 5 Jan 
The Epiphany of the Lord 

Mass (OLR) 6.30am 
Mass (Landsborough) 7am 

Mass (Unity) 8am 
Mass (Kawana) NO MASS 

Mass (Maleny) 9am 
Mass (Currimundi) 9.15am 

Mass (OLR) 9:30am 
Mass (Lt Mt) 10.30am 

Mass (Unity) 5pm  

Holy Cross Funerals is Australia’s only Not-For-Profit Catholic Funeral Home.  
We service the areas of Brisbane, Gold Coast, Sunshine Coast, Ipswich, Toowoomba and  

surrounds.  As we are a Not-for-Profit Funeral home we like to give back to our parishes and 
the community in supporting some of your local parishes activities and events. 

 

Holy Cross funerals has an office right here on the Sunshine Coast (behind the OLR church) 
and would be able to assist families at the death of their loved ones, to ensure that the funeral 

rites are conducted with faith, dignity, and with love. 
 

Part of our service is to provide a no cost pre-arrangement funeral plan as there is a lot of information required and  
important choices to be made. Your input now can be one way of making a difficult time as straightforward and  

trouble-free as possible. We explain the funeral process and arrangements needed, including setting up for the cost with a 
Funeral Bond if required. For further information please call 52089337 or email info@holycrossfunerals.com 

Continued from front page…... 
 

A Blessing for the New Year 
As we continue to celebrate the birth of Christ and prepare to enter this new chapter in 
our parish, let us do so with hearts full of hope, gratitude, and peace. Like the Holy    
Family, who trusted in God through every trial, may we also embrace the uncertainties of 
life with courage and faith. Let us rejoice in all that God has done in our midst this year: 
the acts of service, the spirit of generosity, and the commitment to building a vibrant    
parish community where all can encounter Jesus. 
 

This year, we gave thanks for our Year of Invitation, a time of reaching out and             
encouraging others to join us on this journey of faith. As we look to the new Jubilee Year 
of 2025, I am excited to announce that we will embark on a Year of Engagement - a time 
to deepen our commitment, strengthen our ministries, and actively accompany one       
another in encountering Jesus. Let us move forward together, inspired by God’s call to 
love, serve, and share the Good News of Jesus Christ. May the Lord Jesus bless you and 
your loved ones abundantly in this season of Christmas and in the year to come. May His 
peace reign in your hearts, His joy fill your homes, and His light guide your steps. If you 
find yourself in need, do not hesitate to lean on your parish family who are here for you.  
 

With gratitude for all you are and all you do, and with prayers for a joyful and hope-filled 
new year,  Fr Josh. 

Wishing you and yours every blessing for the New Year. 

Remember   26th April 2025 

Sunshine Coast Function Centre Caloundra RSL 

 <<< Details to follow >>> 

Ladies Lunch.  Save the date! 
The next ladies lunch will be on Friday 17th January at 12 noon at  Brightwater Hotel.  

15 Freshwater Street, Mountain Creek.  
All ladies welcome.  

Please RSVP Linda 0429380979 by 13th January 


