Old Testament stories, like the one from our first reading today,
often provide a kaleidoscope of backdrop images that magnify what
the New Testament says about Jesus and our part in sharing his
resurrected presence with others.

In the context of Jesus’ parable about the need to pray continually
and not lose heart, Moses holding out the staff suggests something
vital about how God wants us to live our faith. For this homily, |
need someone to help me... someone strong enough to hold up this
pen for a couple of minutes.

When | was on my army basic training course in 1999, our platoon
was once waiting outside the dentist. There were 40 of us, and the
dentist had to see every single recruit. Those waiting were told to
remove our pen from our pocket and hold it up like so — not as
punishment, but as an exercise in discipline and mental strength.

I’d like you to stand completely still and hold this
pen up for as long as you can.

Our faith lives — including celebrating the Sacraments, Good
Works, Daily Prayer, and Reading Scripture — were never meant to
be purely individual. Many of us come from a culture where faith
was something private, not to be discussed. Moses’ continual
elevation of the staff, assisted by Aaron and Hur, paints a different
picture — one that magnifies how we might live Jesus’ call to pray
continually and not lose hope.

While a culture of silence in faith still exists for some, itis not what
Scripture teaches. Mass is meant to be a joyful experience of being
nourished — not only by Word and Sacrament but by each other as
one family. We know each other by name, sing and pray together,



and share a cuppa afterward. This is how we hold one another up.
(How’s the weight of that pen going?)

While daily prayer and Scripture are deeply personal, doing these
things with others is equally vital — that’s why we’re offering prayer
ministry at the end of every Mass. Those who come forward often
experience a support they never knew existed in our faith family.
(How’s that pen going?)

Though St Paul writes the words in our second reading, it is God
who gives every baptised person the duty to proclaim the message
with patience and love. God never intended a culture of silence, but
one of courageously sharing the Good News of Jesus’ living
presence. (Keep going... Don’t lose heart!)

Those who recognise their need for others often experience
movement along the journey of becoming “fully equipped”
precisely because they share their lives, serve, pray, and read
Scripture with others.

***Me, support the arm*** How heavy does the pen feel if | help
you hold your arm up? Weightless? Well done — let’s give

a round of applause.

I’lIL finish with a challenge: take a leap of faith and enlist the support
of at least two people who aren’t in your family. Practice talking
about your faith with them — before Mass, after Mass, or over a
cuppa. Canl get an Amen?



