
   
 

   
 

Until recently, if you’d asked me to name the most important 
church building in the whole world, I would’ve confidently said “St 
Peter’s Basilica” at the Vatican. The inscription on the front of the 
Lateran Basilica, which is only about 4km down the road from St 
Peter’s, however, reads: Most Holy Lateran Church, of all the 
churches in the city and the world, the mother and head. 

In the same way that St Stephen’s Cathedral in Brisbane is the 
mother & head of our Archdiocese because that’s where the 
Archbishop’s chair is, the Lateran Basilica is the mother and head 
of all churches because it’s the Pope’s Cathedral — the Cathedral 
of Rome itself. It’s a magnificent building that was dedicated to 
Christ our Saviour back in the 4th century... Yet the importance of 
the Lateran Basilica isn’t just in its stones, statues or history, but in 
what it points to — that God desires to build something even 
greater within us. 

Every single one of us is a builder and co-creator with God. Not 
mere spectators or squatters, but builders of the temple of God’s 
living presence in our own lives; builders of that same presence in 
this faith community; builders of God’s presence in our parish — 
Our Lady of the Rosary — and of course in our Archdiocese, our 
country and our world... Each of these “buildings,” if they’re built 
according to God’s vision and blueprint, contributes to unity in the 
world, which is something we really need more of at this time. 

And so, while we celebrate the dedication of a magnificent Basilica 
on this day every year, unity doesn’t start in Rome — it starts right 
here, inside each one of us, with the dedication of our hearts, our 



   
 

   
 

minds and our bodies to Christ our Saviour. Now that might sound 
nice, but what does it look like in practice? 

 St Paul reminds us that no one can lay any other foundation than 
the one already laid — Jesus Christ. We might fall into the trap of 
doing this in other ways when we inadvertently choose busyness, 
social media, comfort, or even substances, as the foundation of 
our lives, but they’re false foundations — and they crumble at the 
first sign of a storm. 

I was about 13 years old at Friday night youth group when one of the 
adult leaders — Eddy Coats — invited us to close our eyes and offer 
our lives to Jesus. As I did that, quietly, in the silence of my heart, I 
remember thinking, “No one’s ever asked me to do this before.” 
While I didn’t feel anything in that moment, I’ve often been 
reminded of it in prayer — of that small but decisive moment of 
saying “yes” to Jesus. But I’ve also realised that it’s not just a one-
time decision; it’s something we’re invited to do every day, by 
laying the foundation stone of Jesus in the building of our lives and 
our parish. 

Here’s the thing though: our personal faith, our community, our 
parish, and even the Universal Church herself are always in need of 
reformation and renovation. Interpreting today’s Gospel through 
the lens of the things we’re comfortable with, proud of, and maybe 
even protective of, it’s worth remembering that Jesus knocking over 
a few tables is still very much within the realm of possibility. 

It’s not hard to imagine how shocking it must have been for the 
money changers and pigeon-sellers when Jesus disrupted their 



   
 

   
 

trade. They weren’t bad people — they were doing what was 
traditional, accepted, even necessary for temple worship. But 
somewhere along the way, the Jewish people lost sight of the 
purpose of the temple and their purpose and place within it. And 
that’s where Jesus steps in: not to destroy, but to restore 
according to God’s blueprint. He wants to make space for people to 
not just satisfy the requirements of faith, but to encounter the living 
Lord. And that same desire burns in His Sacred Heart for you, for 
me & for our parish. 

So maybe the question for us today is this: what tables might Jesus 
need to turn over in my life?  What attitudes, habits or comforts 
have crept into the temple of my heart that stop me from building 
steps to let him in completely? The good news is that when Jesus 
renovates and restores, he doesn’t start with shame or blame — he 
starts with love, because He sees who we can become when our 
lives are built more firmly upon the foundation of Him in daily 
personal private prayer, the sacraments, service and good works. 

So as we celebrate the dedication of the Lateran Basilica — the 
mother church of all churches — let this be an opportunity to re-
dedicate ourselves too: our hearts, our minds, our service, and our 
parish, to Jesus because when He’s the foundation, everything else 
finds its right place. And when He’s at the centre, we can truly 
become what we're meant to be — a community that actively 
accompanies other people – new disciples – to encounter Jesus. I 
invite you to pray with me...  

Prayer of Dedication to Jesus 



   
 

   
 

Lord Jesus, 

 You are the foundation of our lives and the cornerstone of our hearts. 

Today, we offer ourselves to you — our minds, our hearts, our bodies, our choices, and our time. Take 
what we are and make us what you want us to be. 

Clear out anything in our lives that distracts us from you. Turn over the tables that keep us from being 
fully yours. Cleanse our hearts and make them ready to be your dwelling place. 

Build in us a temple of your love, your mercy, and your grace. Help us to be co-creators with you in our 
families, our parish, and our world — living signs of your presence to everyone we meet. 

We make this prayer through you, Christ our Saviour, who lives and reigns, for ever and ever. 

 Amen. 


