
I want to tell you a joyful story – some of you may have heard it before. 
Earlier this year, I had the privilege of celebrating the Sacrament of 
Anointing of the Sick with an elderly woman in Dove Cottage – the 
Caloundra Hospital palliative care ward. She was dying from cancer in 
both lungs after a lifetime of smoking. Her eyes were dim as she shared 
with me her sorrow that her children no longer practised the faith she 
had tried so hard to pass on. 

Immediately after I laid hands on her head and anointed her forehead 
with holy oil, though, her eyes lit up. With a joyful smile she whispered, 
“It’s going from here… to here.” It wasn’t lost on me that the warmth 
she was describing travelled from the place of anointing to the place of 
her illness. And then she whispered – because that’s all she could do at 
that point – something even more beautiful and utterly profound: “Now I 
can tell my family that it’s all true… Jesus is real.” While this woman 
was filled with joy, I rejoiced too, not because while I was the one who 
performed the Sacrament, but because it was Jesus Himself – by the 
power of Holy Spirit – whom this woman had experienced. On her death 
bed, this beloved daughter of God became a messenger of Good News 
for the very first time in her life because she had finally experienced the 
Good News in a personal encounter with Jesus. 

There’s a wonderful Greek word in the second reading which describes 
Jesus becoming someone real in human lives. St James says, “do not 
lose heart, because the Lord’s coming will be soon.” Now, the original 
word for Jesus ‘coming’ into human lives is Parousia, which means ‘a 
near presence.’ It’s really important to note that St James isn’t just 
talking about what happen when Jesus was born – as if it only happened 
in the past, 2000 years ago – he’s writing after Jesus’ resurrection and 
so he’s talking about Jesus’ coming into our lives in deeply personal, 
powerful and transformative ways. A near Presence. What’s my vision 
for our parish? That every person would experience the joy of intimacy 



with Jesus – an intimacy which transforms hearts and animates desire 
to share what we have received with others! Friends, a Holy Spirit-
infused faith life is not just individual or personal. 

Let’s take a look at the disciples of John the Baptist, who became 
messengers of the Good News for John, in his prison. What did Jesus 
tell them? “Go back and tell John what you hear and see.” Notice that 
Jesus challenges John’s disciples to take ownership of and share what 
they, themselves, hear and see: that people’s lives are being 
transformed by Jesus. 

Even though the words are addressed to John’s disciples in a literary 
sense, Jesus’ command to “Go and tell people what you hear and see” 
is addressed to each one of us too, and is central to our Mission. In fact 
– and this is a bit of a side note – I’ve got a big, hairy, audacious vision 
for our parish: that in 10 years’ time, we would have given every single 
person who lives within our geographical boundary – all 150,000-odd 
people – the opportunity to choose Jesus. But this is going to rely on the 
faith of each one of us, gathered here today, to grow and overflow in an 
outward direction. 

Friends, recognising and rejoicing over what God has done and is 
doing is the catalyst for faith breaking free from the prison of obligation 
or just something we faithfully do. When that begins to take place, 
people realise that it’s Jesus Himself who has opened their eyes and 
ears to His Parousia - His near Presence – in their lives. When that 
begins to take place, they become messengers of Good News for other 
people. And what is that Good News? That it’s all true... Jesus is real, 
because it’s gone from head knowledge to heart knowledge – from here 
to here. Amen 


