Merry Christmas everyone! I’d like to once again welcome you:
whether you’re visiting on holidays, come a couple of times each
year, or every week, you are welcome because that’s the standard
that Jesus sets.

Here in Our Lady of the Rosary Catholic Parish, we strive to be a
vibrant community — that means full of energy and life —that actively
accompanies people to encounter Jesus. This means that we desire
to help people know that they are loved by God and other people, and
we celebrate and rejoice in that love. And while that's our mission,
God has been revealing his love, joy and peace to human beings for a
Very. Long. Time.

Our first reading from the prophet Isaiah contains something
amazing: Isaiah was writing about 700 years before Jesus was born,
and yet he already writes about rejoicing—people celebrating
because God is close to them. He says that when God is present,
hearts become lighter, hope grows stronger, and joy bursts outward.
If God’s people could rejoice before Jesus was born, then think about
this: how much more should we rejoice after Jesus has been
born!! God has been revealing his love, joy and peace to human
beings for a Very. Long. Time.

Isaiah says something else that’s really important: that this love, joy
and peace are not just for one moment in the past. He says, “From
this time onwards, and forever, God will do this.” That means that
back then, right now, and even tomorrow, God’s love, joy and peace
is revealed to people like us. God’s love didn’t start, and it certainly
didn’t stop at the first Christmas because it’s still happening, still
active, stillreaching into our hearts today!



In the second reading, we heard that “the grace of God has been
revealed.” That word “revealed” is really powerful. In the original
Greek language of the New Testament (cos is wasn’t written in
English) the word, "revealed,” means something like a bright light
shining right in your face. Imagine someone not just whispering
something important, but standing right in front of you and almost
shouting it, but in this case, with what we can see!

This helps us understand Christmas because Jesus isn’t hiding or
being quiet; he’s is saying, “Here | am!” That’s why our church
tonight/today is glowing with colours, decorations and beauty
everywhere you look. And it isn’t just to look nice. It’s a sign that Jesus
has been revealed to us!! Christmas is God shining His love, joy and
peace from human history, straight into the mystery of our lives.

The crescendo and climax of the story is that when Jesus was born,
angels appear to the shepherds. Shepherds were ordinary people
like us: not rich, not famous, not important in the eyes of the world.
And what do the angels say? “l bring you news of great joy.” And
here’s the most important part: the angels don’t say this joy is just for
me, or just for you, or just for that moment 2000 years ago. They say
it’s for the whole people - from that time onwards, and forever!
This joy is meant to be shared.

And so, friends, while Jesus was born in history—at areal time, in a
real place, to areal family, He doesn’t stay locked in the past. He
comes to us now because He reveals himself to us in mystery—in the
Eucharist, in prayer, in kindness, in forgiveness, and in love, joy and
peace. Tonight/today, Jesus is not just a baby in a manger long ago or
in a figurine in a nativity scene. He is God-with-us, here and now.
Merry Christmas everyone!



