
How many Epiphanies have you celebrated? Today is the forty-
fourth time I’ve celebrated the feast of the Epiphany. Yet it is only in 
the last twelve years of my faith journey that I’ve been given the 
eyes to see and the ears to hear the ways Jesus reveals Himself to 
me. This highlights an important difference between what many 
people know or believe by faith, and what they have truly seen and 
heard through lived experience. 

This difference—this gap between what we know here [touch head] 
by faith and what we come to know here [touch heart] through 
encounter—is exactly what we prayed would be bridged in our 
opening prayer: “that we, who already know you by faith, may be 
brought to behold the beauty of your sublime glory.” Whether that 
has been your experience or not, our readings today contain key 
words which—like the star for the Magi—can help us recognise 
how, and perhaps when, Jesus has already revealed Himself in our 
own lives. 

Isaiah’s vision, for example, describes a people returning home 
from exile—what they understood as a time of separation from 
God. “At this sight,” Isaiah writes, “you will grow radiant, your heart 
throbbing and full.” I wonder what moments come to mind for you 
when your heart was throbbing and full? Perhaps it was a sublime 
family moment ten days ago at Christmas, or your wedding day, the 
birth of a child, or a time in personal prayer when you became 
aware of Jesus’ powerful presence. These words of Scripture—
radiant, heart throbbing and full—glow with the light of revelation 
and echo deep within the soul. 

Turning to the Gospel, I’ve often wondered what the Magi said and 
did after they returned home. While the Gospel is silent about that, 



it is beautifully clear about what happened in them and what they 
did when they encountered Jesus. We heard that they were “filled 
with delight” at the sight of the star—another translation says, “they 
rejoiced with exceedingly great joy.” This delight or joy moved them 
to do Jesus homage: to worship Him. But homage is not merely an 
external act—it means meeting Him, greeting Him, coming to know 
Him, and ultimately allowing our lives to be shaped by Him. 

To read ourselves into the Gospel, then, is to recognise that 
worship is far more than simply showing up or fulfilling an 
obligation. Worship is about relationship—about coming to know 
Jesus personally and intimately, and learning to recognise the 
moments when He reveals Himself to us. While this can—and often 
does—happen at Mass, Mass alone is not enough. If the Eucharist 
is the summit of Catholic faith, then worship also includes the 
steps up the mountain: daily personal prayer, attentiveness to God, 
and concrete acts of love and service. 

Friends, Epiphany is not only something that happened two 
thousand years ago. If it were, ours would be a dead faith. No—
Epiphany happens every time Jesus is made manifest and revealed 
in the world. And so today we pray: Lord Jesus, we say Yes to you 
opening the eyes of our minds and the ears of our hearts, that we 
may grow radiant, be filled with delight, and do You homage by 
worshipping You with hearts that are throbbing and full.  Amen. 


