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Growing Into Our Baptismal Identity

On this Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, we return to the Jordan River, where Jesus steps into the waters
—not for Himself, but for us. As the heavens open and the Father declares, “You are my beloved Son,” the
truth about baptism is revealed: that those who are baptised become adopted and beloved children of
God. Baptism is not just a ceremony we once experienced or that happened to us when we were infants;
it is an identity that shapes us and plants within us a capacity for intimacy with Jesus, life in the Spirit,

and communion with others. Like a seed, this identity grows and calls to us.

Many parishioners are already noticing signs of this growth: restlessness, renewed curiosity, a hunger for
prayer, or a sense that faith is becoming more personal. Often, they say, “I just want more”—which is a
longing awakened by the Holy Spirit for relationship, community, and God’s Word.

As baptism flourishes within us, our inner life begins to change in gentle but unmistakable ways. Hearts
that were once guarded begin to open to God, and prayer shifts from something we do to a place where
we truly meet Jesus. We start to recognise His quiet guidance in the ordinary rhythms of daily life. A
deeper hunger for Scripture emerges—not just to know about God, but to hear His voice and allow His
Word to shape us. We find ourselves drawn to relationships that strengthen faith and to opportunities
where we can walk with and accompany others on their journey. Living out of our baptismal identity
gradually forms us into people of greater trust, forgiveness, and witness. And through it all, a growing
desire for “more” begins to take root—the closer we draw to Jesus, the more we long to follow Him.
These stirrings are signs of spiritual health, gentle invitations from the Holy Spirit calling us further into

the life we were made for.

Because baptism is the foundation of Christian life, one of our parish’s most important roles is to provide
spaces where this grace can grow. People in our parish are expressing a need for accompaniment right
now—to be strengthened by community, Scripture, and shared faith. Opportunities that place God’s Word
at the centre of our lives (e.g. prayerfully reading the daily Mass readings or doing a Bible study), that
encourage daily prayer (we are aiming to offer post-Mass prayer ministry after all Masses), and that

foster genuine Christian friendship (hospitality after all Masses) help nurture this baptismal growth.

As we delve into January, you’ll notice that we have commenced praying the Year of Yes prayer at the
end of each Mass once again. We first prayed this in 2023, followed by the Year of Invitation prayer in
2024, and the Year of Engagement prayer last year. The power of our "yes” to God cannot be overstated
and so let us grasp the opportunity to Let the Holy Spirit work in us this year. As we celebrate the
Baptism of the Lord, may we remember who we are: beloved children of the Father, called to live in
Jesus, and sustained by the Spirit. If you feel the stirring for “more,” a deeper faith, or authentic
community, trust that this longing is a gift. It is the Holy Spirit inviting us to Let our baptismal identity

flourish in a new way this year.

Today and every day, | say “yes” to you, O Lord. In the same way that Mary said “yes” to your invitation, |
say “yes” to your Son’s presence in my life. May my “yes,” by the power of your Holy Spirit, allow you to
use all the talents, skills and gifts you have given me for the purpose of building up your Body in our

community. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

With peace and love, Fr Josh
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Monday 12t January

Mass (OLR) 9am
Adoration (OLR) 9.30am

I Our Parish's Mission is to be a vibrant community that actively

b accompanies people to encounter Jesus
Meet Our 2026 Parish Otfice Team!

As we begin a new year at Our Lady of the Rosary, we’re blessed to introduce the dedicated
staff who serve our parish community each day. Our 2026 parish office team brings together
a spirit of hospitality, faith, and collaboration, working behind the scenes to support our
ministries, guide our programs, and welcome all who call our parish home. Whether
coordinating events, assisting parishioners, or keeping our operations running smoothly,
each member of our office staff plays an important role in nurturing the vibrant life of our

community. We look forward to a yeatr(;‘él.éiﬁe\;\{lth grace, growth, and shared mission Tuesday 13" January
Adoration (Maleny) 8:30am
Rosary (Maleny) 9am
Mass (OLR) 9am

Rosary (OLR) 9.30am

SLT (Senior Leadership Team)

Fr Joshua Whitehead - Parish Priest
Fr Gerard Lai - Associate Pastor
Beth Davies - Mission Coordinator
Steve Kay - Operations Manager
Vivienne Cooper - SLT Member

Wednesday 14% January
Mass (Lt Mt) 9.30am

Thursday 15% January
Mass (OLR) 9am
Rosary (OLR) 9.30am
Adoration for Vocations (Lands)
9am
Mass (Currimundi) 9.15am

Friday 16% January
Mass (OLR) 9am
Mass (Beerwah) 9am

4 £

Trish Harding
Don Rolls Pastoral Care Call Centre

Office Manager Coordinator & Volunteer Coordinator

Saturday 17% January
Reconciliation & Adoration (OLR)
9am - 9:45am

Donna Bradshaw
Safeguarding Officer

Vigil Masses
2" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mass (OLR) 5pm
Mass (Notre Dame - at Unity
College Chapel) 5pm

Amelia Willmer Vicki Howard Edgar Pitargue
Communications & Marketing Administration & Sacraments Finance Officer

Sunday 18% January
2" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mass (OLR) 7.30am
Mass (Landsborough) 9am
Mass (OLR) 9:30am
Mass (Currimundi) 9.15am
Mass (Lt Mt) 10.30am

Mass (Unity) 5pm

On The Journey...

We congratulate Varrow, Rufus &
Tully McFarlane, Eden & Ivy Gold
and Charles Anderson
who will be baptised at Our Lady
of the Rosary Church and Sacred
Heart Maleny this weekend.

Mary Davies & Christina
Pitargue
Volunteer Administration
Assistants

Safeguarding & Workplace Health and Safety

The Safeguarding Commitment for the Archdiocese of Brisbane and Caloundra Catholic
Parish is: Zero tolerance for all forms of abuse and strives to safeguard all who
interact with its ministries & services. Special priority is given to the safety &
wellbeing of children & adults at risk.

In an emergency, please call the Police on 000 or information can be provided to STOPLline
anonymously.

Phone: 1300 304 550 Email: AOB@stopline.com.au

Online: www.bnecatholic.stoplinereport.com

. Lizy Barclay Christyna Malietoa-Brown
Administration Assistant Youth Minister

We pray for the souls of our
deceased priests, religious and
parishioners.

Our Local Safeguarding Officer
Donna Bradshaw - Lsr.caloundra@bne.catholic.net.au Phone: 0754309390 May they Rest in Peace.
Or Brisbane: 07 3324 3752 Online: www.brisbanecatholic.org.au/safeguarding



